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SAGEEP2018 (Nashville, Tennessee) provided a unique venue for the Outdoor Equipment
Demonstrations (OED): The Hermitage‒home of President Andrew Jackson. Several equipment vendors
took advantage of being at a historical site and volunteered their services to collect data at several locations
on the grounds. Geophysical survey methods included magnetics, electromagnetic induction, electrical
resistivity, and ground penetrating radar. The Hermitage’s Chief Curator provided four sites of interest
where geophysical surveys could be conducted: a possible slave cemetery, Alfred’s Cabin, SAGEEP OED
area, and the stables. The possible slave cemetery location is adjacent to the family cemetery and the
interest in surveying was based on a single historical document suggesting that slaves were buried in this
area. Historical photographs show structures proximal to Alfred’s Cabin, but their specific location is
unknown. The OED was held in an area not known to have any significant features during Jackson’s day,
therefore any information the surveys could provide would be beneficial. The stables were an active area
over the years The Hermitage was occupied and it is likely that artifacts are present, however, the area is
currently being used as a maintenance yard and present-day cultural features may compromise data
acquisition and quality. Because this was a volunteer effort and the exhibitors had limited time, all
geophysical methods were not conducted at each area of interest. The area around Alfred’s Cabin had the
majority of surveys performed. Initial data results identify possible utilities, building foundations and other
anomalies of interest. The methodologies performed at each site will be correlated and presented.

